Using the Elements of Art in

Photography

Felicia Lee, PHS Photography
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Shape:

Objects in your photo such as a rectangular door, a round tree, or square tiles add “shape”
to an image. These can be used as “frames” for your subject or just to add an interesting

piece to your art.

The round shapes in the above
photo are what make this image

what it is.






Form
Form is what takes your two-dimensional photograph and makes it appear life-like and

three-dimensional. This is usually achieved by controlling the light on your subject.
There are many different lighting setups for portrait photography that will give form to
your subjects in varying degrees or shape and intensity.

Using carefully placed

lights will add light and

shadow in the right

places in order to give a

three-dimensional ;
appearance to the
photo.

























The texture of the water in this photo makes it

Texture: MUCH more interesting than just a photo of still
Texture is pretty self- water.

explanatory — finding things
that have interesting
textures and including them
in your photograph. For
portraits, a textured
background such as a worn,
rustic barn can make your
subject stand out and give
you an creative
background. Textured skin
adds character to
interesting people, giving
them a story.
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